
PUBLIC CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL FORM

FOR PUBLIC PROPOSALS IN THE INTERNATIONAL CODES

2009/2010 CODE DEVELOPMENT CYCLE

CLOSING DATE:  All Proposals Must Be Received by June 1, 2009
The 2009/2010 Code Development Hearings are tentatively scheduled for

October 24-November 11, 2009, Baltimore, MD.
1)

	Name: Jeff Hugo, CBO
	Date: May 29, 2009

	Jurisdiction/Company: National Fire Sprinkler Association

	Submitted on Behalf of: National Fire Sprinkler Association

	Address: 1088 W Borton Rd 

	City: Essexville
	State:  MI 
	Zip Code: 48732

	Phone: 845 519 5963
	Ext.
	Fax:
845 878 4215

	E-mail address: hugo@nfsa.org


2)
Copyright Release:  In accordance with Council Policy #28 Code Development, all Code Change Proposals, Floor Modifications and Public Comments are required to include a copyright release. A copy of the copyright release form is included at the end of this form. Please follow the directions on the form. This form as well as an alternative release form can also be downloaded from the ICC website at www.iccsafe.org. If you have previously executed the copyright release for this cycle, please check the box below:


X2009/2010 Cycle copyright release on file
3)
Indicate appropriate International Code(s) associated with this Public Proposal – Please use Acronym: _IBC____ 

If you have also submitted a separate coordination change to another I-Code, please indicate the code: _IFC____

(See section below for list of names and acronyms for the International Codes).

4)
Be sure to format your proposal and include all information as indicated below and in the Code Change Proposal Instructions’ section on

Page 2 of this form.
5)
Proposals should be sent to the following offices via regular mail or email.  An e-mail submittal is preferred, including an electronic version, in either WordPerfect or Word. The only formatting that is needed is BOLDING, STRIKEOUT AND UNDERLINING.   Please do not provide additional formatting such as tabs, columns, etc., as this will be done by ICC.  REMOVE TRACKING CHANGES, AUTOMATIC NUMBERING, OR ANY OTHER ADVANCED FORMATTING TOOLS THAT ARE  PROVIDED BY WORD, FROM FILES CONTAINING YOUR CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL THAT YOU SEND TO ICC.
Please use a separate form (see page 3) for each proposal submitted.  Note:  All code changes received will receive an acknowledgment by approximately May 15, 2009.  Please contact the ICC staff listed below if you do not receive an acknowledgment by May 15, 2009.
Please check here if separate graphic file provided. □ Graphic materials (Graphs, maps, drawings, charts, photographs, etc.)  must be submitted as separate electronic files in .CDR, IA, TIF or .JPG format (300 DPI Minimum resolution; 600 DPI or more preferred) even though they may also be embedded in your Word or WordPerfect submittal.
	Code
	Send to:

	IBC - International Building Code

IEBC - International Existing Building Code

IFC - International Fire Code

IFGC - International Fuel Gas Code

ICC PC -  ICC Performance Code

IPC -  International Plumbing Code

IPSDC -  International Private Sewage Disposal Code

IPMC  - International Property Maintenance Code

IWUIC -  International Wildland-Urban Interface Code

IZC -  International Zoning Code
__________________________________________________________________

IECC -  International Energy Conservation Code

IMC -  International Mechanical Code

IRC -  International Residential Code


	International Code Council

Chicago District Office

Attn: Diane Schoonover

4051 West Flossmoor Road

Country Club Hills, IL  60478-5795

Fax: 708/799-0320

codechanges@iccsafe.org
____________________________________________

International Code Council

Birmingham District Office

Attn: Annette Sundberg

900 Montclair Road

Birmingham, AL  35213-1206

Fax: 205/592-7001

codechangesbhm@iccsafe.org


CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL FORM
Code: IBC–09/10 
901.2.1 (new) 905.2 (new)
Proponent:  Jeff Hugo, CBO, National Fire Sprinkler Association
Revise as follows: 

Add new text as follows

901.2.1 Pump and/or Riser Room Size. Fire pump and/or fire sprinkler system riser rooms shall be designed with adequate space for all equipment necessary for the installation as defined by the manufacturer with sufficient working room around the stationary equipment. Clearances around equipment to elements of permanent construction, including other installed equipment and appliances, shall be sufficient to allow inspection, service, repair or replacement without removing such elements of permanent construction or disabling the function of a required fire-resistance-rated assembly. Fire pump and fire sprinkler riser rooms shall be provided with a door(s) and unobstructed passageway large enough to allow removal of the largest piece of equipment.
905.2 Pump and/or Riser Room Size. Fire pump and/or fire sprinkler system riser rooms shall be designed with adequate space for all equipment necessary for the installation as defined by the manufacturer with sufficient working room around the stationary equipment. Clearances around equipment to elements of permanent construction, including other installed equipment and appliances, shall be sufficient to allow inspection, service, repair or replacement without removing such elements of permanent construction or disabling the function of a required fire-resistance-rated assembly. Fire pump and fire sprinkler riser rooms shall be provided with a door(s) and unobstructed passageway large enough to allow removal of the largest piece of equipment.
Reason: 

Fire pump and fire sprinkler riser rooms require routine maintenance, repairs, and possible replacement, adequate working clearances is needed. Typically one could assume that a 36” work space in front of the piece of equipment would be adequate, but the design sizes and layout of these rooms is limitless, and thus should rely on the manufacturer to lay out specific guidelines for their equipment. This new section will relieve the workforce responsible for maintaining such equipment, provide adequate room for fire fighters, and finally giving designers and building officials some direction in this area. 

The NFSA as an industry representative is constantly hearing this plea from its members throughout the country. Rooms designed or built too small, have no or little space to maneuver equipment and other unnecessary impairments to the flow of normal repair are the most common complaints. Such delays can cause more expense and in some cases personal injury, causing more expense to the building owner. OS&Y valves and backflow preventers can weigh several hundred pounds and could be several feet long, fire pump control cabinets fall into the same category. Insight to the size, weight, layout, along with the manufacturer’s recommended working space can aid the designer in accomplishing this task on paper prior to the construction of the room.

This new section will also mandate such equipment to fit through the doors along with an adequate path out of the structure so that interior walls and finishes do not need to be removed and replaced after several years. Similar language can be found in the IMC, IPC, and the National Electrical Code for installed equipment and appliances.

The 07/08 IFC Code Change Committee supported this change but requested that the change be inserted in the general section of 901 and standpipe section also. Combination standpipes/sprinkler risers are common in many structures. 

Cost Impact: 
The code change proposal will not increase the cost of construction.
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