
PUBLIC CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL FORM

FOR PUBLIC PROPOSALS IN THE INTERNATIONAL CODES

2009/2010 CODE DEVELOPMENT CYCLE

CLOSING DATE:  All Proposals Must Be Received by June 1, 2009
The 2009/2010 Code Development Hearings are tentatively scheduled for

October 24-November 11, 2009, Baltimore, MD.
1)

	Name: Jeff Hugo, CBO
	Date: May 29, 2009

	Jurisdiction/Company: National Fire Sprinkler Association

	Submitted on Behalf of: National Fire Sprinkler Association

	Address: 1088 W Borton Rd 

	City: Essexville
	State:  MI 
	Zip Code: 48732

	Phone: 845 519 5963
	Ext.
	Fax:
845 878 4215

	E-mail address: hugo@nfsa.org


2)
Copyright Release:  In accordance with Council Policy #28 Code Development, all Code Change Proposals, Floor Modifications and Public Comments are required to include a copyright release. A copy of the copyright release form is included at the end of this form. Please follow the directions on the form. This form as well as an alternative release form can also be downloaded from the ICC website at www.iccsafe.org. If you have previously executed the copyright release for this cycle, please check the box below:


X2009/2010 Cycle copyright release on file
3)
Indicate appropriate International Code(s) associated with this Public Proposal – Please use Acronym: _IRC____ 

If you have also submitted a separate coordination change to another I-Code, please indicate the code: _____

(See section below for list of names and acronyms for the International Codes).

4)
Be sure to format your proposal and include all information as indicated below and in the Code Change Proposal Instructions’ section on

Page 2 of this form.
5)
Proposals should be sent to the following offices via regular mail or email.  An e-mail submittal is preferred, including an electronic version, in either WordPerfect or Word. The only formatting that is needed is BOLDING, STRIKEOUT AND UNDERLINING.   Please do not provide additional formatting such as tabs, columns, etc., as this will be done by ICC.  REMOVE TRACKING CHANGES, AUTOMATIC NUMBERING, OR ANY OTHER ADVANCED FORMATTING TOOLS THAT ARE  PROVIDED BY WORD, FROM FILES CONTAINING YOUR CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL THAT YOU SEND TO ICC.
Please use a separate form (see page 3) for each proposal submitted.  Note:  All code changes received will receive an acknowledgment by approximately May 15, 2009.  Please contact the ICC staff listed below if you do not receive an acknowledgment by May 15, 2009.
Please check here if separate graphic file provided. □ Graphic materials (Graphs, maps, drawings, charts, photographs, etc.)  must be submitted as separate electronic files in .CDR, IA, TIF or .JPG format (300 DPI Minimum resolution; 600 DPI or more preferred) even though they may also be embedded in your Word or WordPerfect submittal.
	Code
	Send to:

	IBC - International Building Code

IEBC - International Existing Building Code

IFC - International Fire Code

IFGC - International Fuel Gas Code

ICC PC -  ICC Performance Code

IPC -  International Plumbing Code

IPSDC -  International Private Sewage Disposal Code

IPMC  - International Property Maintenance Code

IWUIC -  International Wildland-Urban Interface Code

IZC -  International Zoning Code
__________________________________________________________________

IECC -  International Energy Conservation Code

IMC -  International Mechanical Code

IRC -  International Residential Code


	International Code Council

Chicago District Office

Attn: Diane Schoonover

4051 West Flossmoor Road

Country Club Hills, IL  60478-5795

Fax: 708/799-0320

codechanges@iccsafe.org
____________________________________________

International Code Council

Birmingham District Office

Attn: Annette Sundberg

900 Montclair Road

Birmingham, AL  35213-1206

Fax: 205/592-7001

codechangesbhm@iccsafe.org


CODE CHANGE PROPOSAL FORM
Code: IRC–09/10 
R501.3 (new) 
Proponent:  Jeff Hugo, CBO, National Fire Sprinkler Association 

Add new text as follows

R501.3 Fire Protection. All new one and two family dwellings using floor framing components or systems composed of prefabricated I joists, trusses, and cold formed steel shall be fire sprinklered throughout according to NFPA 13, NFPA 13R, NFPA 13D or Section P2904.1. 
Reason: 

Lightweight construction consisting of prefabricated I joists, trusses, and cold formed steel are excellent materials in many ways. They save labor, time, natural resources, and call backs. However, widespread fire experience shows that floors framed out of these materials do not have the same durability in the event of a fire as solid sawn lumber and are not only hazardous to the occupants evacuating the home, but especially to responding emergency personnel, such as fire fighters.

Several research studies have been performed showing the potential failures of these flooring assemblies during fires and the potential for floor collapse during fire fighter operations.  Additional research has shown the ability of fire sprinklers to prevent the fire from reaching the point where it could cause the same kind of damage.  This research shows that with fire sprinkler systems in the home, the prefabricated I joists, trusses and cold formed steel materials are safe to use.  But without fire sprinklers, these materials could fail catastrophically during a fire.

This requirement is important to put into the IRC even if the requirement for sprinklers is maintained because there are many jurisdictions that will not accept the blanket requirement for sprinklers, but will maintain this option for using sprinklers with this specific type of construction.

Bibliography:
Tyco Fire Suppression & Building Products. A Technical Analysis:The Performance of Composite Wood Joists Under Realistic Fire Conditions. 2008
Su, J.Z., N.; Bawaly, A.C.; Lougheed, G.D.; Taber, B.C.; Leroux, P.; Proulx, G.; Kashef, A.; McCarthey, C.; Thomas, J.R. Fire Performance of Houses, Phase I. Study of Unprotected Floor Assemblies in Basement Fire Scenarios, Summary Report. 12/15/2008
Cost Impact: 
The code change proposal will not increase the cost of construction.
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